Sample Opening Statement
· City of 
A Great Judge
Municipal Court

· Court procedure

· Your rights in Municipal Court

· DOCKET CALL

· When your name is called, please form a line along the wall from the podium to the rear of the room.

· When the Judge calls your name, please step up to the bench.

· The charges against you will be read to you one charge at a time.

· TYPES OF PLEAS

· After the charge is read to you, you must enter a plea.

· There are three types of pleas:

1. Not guilty.

2. Guilty.

3. Guilty with an explanation.

4. NOT GUILTY PLEA

· You should plead not guilty if you in fact believe you are not guilty of the charges.

· If you plead not guilty your case will be set for trial.

· You will be given a date to return to this Court for your trial.

· If you fail to appear on time for trial, a warrant will be issued for your arrest.

· GUILTY PLEA

· When you plead guilty you will not have a trial and you admit you are guilty.

· You give up a number of rights when you plead guilty. 

· RIGHTS YOU GIVE UP

· You have a right to a trial.

· You have a right to have an attorney represent you at your trial.

· If you are indigent, and the City is requesting you serve a jail sentence, the Court may appoint an attorney for you.

· You may request a jury trial.

· If you have a jury trial, all 12 jurors must find you guilty.

· At any trial, you have the right to ask questions of witnesses that appear to testify against you.

· You have the right to subpoena witnesses to testify for you.

· You may testify at trial, but you have the right to remain silent and cannot be forced to testify at your trial.

· You are presumed innocent

· At trial, the City must prove you guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

· RIGHT TO APPEAL

· If you have a trial and you are found guilty, you may appeal your case.

· Your appeal is held in the Circuit Court of St. Louis County in Clayton before a different Judge.

· GUILTY PLEA

· If you plead guilty you give up all of the rights previously mentioned.

· PUNISHMENT 

· If a fine is assessed in your case, it can range from $1.00 to a maximum of $1,000.00.

· The Judge has the authority to impose a jail sentence of up to 90 days in jail.

· RIGHT TO COUNSEL 

· If your case may result in a jail sentence, the Judge may recommend you speak with an attorney before entering a plea on your case.

· It is a good idea to follow the Judge’s suggestion.

· GUILTY WITH AN EXPLANATION

· If you plead guilty with an explanation, it is a plea of guilty.

· You still may be fined and may have to pay court costs.

· You cannot change your mind when you find out what the punishment is.

· Cases you may want to plead guilty and give an explanation

· No proof of insurance

· Displaying expired or improper plates

· Failure to register a motor vehicle

· No driver’s license

· Equipment violations

· Housing violations (if you have corrected the violations)

· NO INSURANCE

· You must have proof of insurance if you are driving a vehicle even if it is not your vehicle.

· In Missouri, a no insurance ticket will give you 4 points on your driving record.

· 8 points in 18 months will cause you to lose your license.

· If you show an insurance card, in your name or the owner’s name, for the vehicle you were driving, which was valid on the date you received the ticket your case will be dismissed.

· If you show an insurance card which is effective after the date of the ticket, you will not receive points on your record, but there will be a larger fine.

· DEFENSIVE DRIVING SCHOOL

· If you plead guilty to a moving violation you will receive points on your driving record.

· You may be eligible to avoid points by attending Defensive Driving Classes.

· You must pay your fines and costs, pay a fee to the school, and complete the class within 60 days.

· DEFENSIVE DRIVING SCHOOL

· If you want to attend Defensive Driving School, you must ask the Judge.

· If the Judge approves your request to attend the school, you must sign up tonight.

· After you pay your fines and court costs, the clerk will direct you to the school representative to sign up for class.

· PAYMENT

· If you are assessed a fine, you must see the court clerk before you leave.

· Please proceed to the payment window in the hall.

· You are expected to pay your fines and costs tonight before you leave. 
· COURTROOM RULES

· During court, there is no talking except for court business.

· All electronic devices (cell phones, pagers, etc.) must be turned off or on silent.

· All hats must be removed.

· Parents who are with a child because the child has a case pending before the court, should approach the bench when the child’s case is called.

· COURTROOM RULES

· You must follow the instructions given to you by the court personnel and bailiffs.

· Inappropriate actions during court or inappropriate statements made, or directed towards court personnel in court or outside the courtroom will result in your arrest for Contempt of Court.
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