Joint Pro Se Implementation Commission
Office of State Courts Administrator, 2112 Industrial Dr., Jefferson City, Mo. 65110

pro.se.mail@courts.mo.gov
Judge Dennis Smith and Lori Levine, Co-Chairs
August 14, 2007
Pro Se Implementation Commission Invites Comments on Recommendations

Dear Bar Association President,

We are writing the leadership of the local and specialty bar associations throughout Missouri to invite your comments regarding Pro Se Commission efforts to improve access to the courts for people who cannot afford lawyers and lessen the challenges that pro se litigant pose for judges, court clerks and lawyers.  

Some of you may have received communications from individual members of the Missouri Bar Solo & Small Firms Committee and/or a subcommittee of the Missouri Supreme Court Civil Rules Committee. Unfortunately, those communications contained incomplete and sometimes inaccurate information.

This electronic letter provides a brief summary intended to give an overview of current action proposed by the Pro Se Commission. The links herein connect you to a comprehensive repository of information (reports, proposed rules, other comments and resources) on the Pro Se Implementation Commission Web site. We ask that you share this reservoir of information with your members, so those interested can gain a thorough understanding of the issues and work of the Commission upon which to base any comments.

Three joint Pro Se Commissions/Committees made up of lawyers, judges and court clerks have been at work since 2002. The work of the initial Joint Pro Se Commission appointed by the Supreme Court of Missouri and The Missouri Bar concluded in 2003 with a report containing nine recommendations.  These recommendations were approved by the Supreme Court, and the Board of Governors approved the recommendations subject to a feasibility study. That study was completed in 2004. The current Pro Se Implementation Commission is charged by the Supreme Court of Missouri with the task of developing plans and procedures to implement the nine recommendations. 
To that end, the Commission has proposed a number of programs, rule changes and initiatives. Comments received recently on Court Operating Rule 25 and Rules 88.09 and 4-1.2(c) have resulted in positive changes to the Commission proposed versions.  
We invite further comments through August 31, 2007.  Please address your comments directly to the Commission by email (pro.se.mail@courts.mo.gov) or by mailing your comments to Commission on Pro Se Litigation, c/o Office of State Courts Administrator, 2112 Industrial Dr., P.O. Box 104480, Jefferson City, Mo. 65110, Attention: Terri Norris.  

Thank you for your attention to this important project.





Sincerely,




Judge Dennis Smith and Lori Levine, Co-Chairs of the Commission 

Summary of Current Pro Se Commission Proposals and Initiatives
The Joint Pro Se Implementation Commission continues to work on developing plans and proposals to fully implement the nine approved recommendations. Some of the current proposals before the Supreme Court of Missouri are listed below. More proposals and plans are expected to be forthcoming and the Commission hopes to maintain a continual dialogue with lawyers in Missouri in an effort to improve access to justice for the low income citizens within the state.     
● Proposed Changes to Court Clerk Operating Rule 25
The Commission from its inception found that court clerks needed and wanted clearer guidance to help them avoid giving legal advice. And the Commission has set out to revise COR 25 to accomplish this objective. The proposed version of COR 25 currently before the court was further revised based on comments from members of the Solo and Small Firm Conference and the Commission. A proposed poster designed for display to the public accompanies the proposed rule. 
● An Educational/Awareness Program to Inform Pro Se Litigants 

Part of proposed rule 88.09 was developed in an effort to balance a Commission belief that employing the services of a lawyer offers the best opportunity for meaningful access to justice with the fact that all citizens have a constitutional right to proceed pro se. A mandatory educational program is proposed that includes information alerting pro se litigants to the dangers associated with self-representation; discusses the value of having a lawyer, offers resources to help low-income citizen find a lawyer; and offers general information about the family court process. 

● Mandatory Use of Pro Se Forms

The second part of rule 88.09 requires that the self-represented only use Pro Se Commission approved forms. The forms, modeled after those used for many years in both St. Louis City and County are not simple, but reflect the complexity of the legal proceeding. However, when filled out correctly, they help judges know that they have the information needed to make rulings. Mandatory forms should also help eliminate the use of Internet or forms provided by groups practicing law without a license. 

● Self-Represented Web Site Offering Approved Resources

A self-represented web site has been developed, but not yet launched for use by the public. This web site will contain resources including access to the mandatory educational awareness program and forms, if and when approved by the Supreme Court of Missouri, a self-assessment tool, and links to available legal resources throughout the state for both pro bono and limited representation services.
● Rules Providing Safeguards for Lawyers Providing Limited Scope Representation

Changes have been proposed to Rule 4-1.2(c) and 55.03. The Commission found that limited scope representation could be an option to expand legal services to low income citizens, without requiring lawyers to perform services pro bono. Missouri lawyers, under the current rules, may and do provide LSR. However, the changes proposed provide better guidance and safeguards for both lawyer and client. 

● Virtual Deskbook For Pro Bono Attorneys provides tools for expanding Pro Bono services.
A virtual deskbook is being developed to help expand the pool of lawyers who might offer pro bono services to pro se litigants. The deskbook, accessible online to Missouri lawyers, provides a primer for lawyers engaging in pro bono practice. 

